THE FAILURE OF AMELIA
remedies cured the little patient within three days. Dr.
Thompson's medicines also had the same marvellous effect
on Sergeant AtMnson after he had been given over by
several very great doctors. Happy in the restoration of
her husband, Mrs. Atkinson liked to entertain her friends
with a humorous account of the sergeant's physicians,
always ending, however, "with many vast eulogiums on Mm
who came last." To drop Dr. Thompson, when Major
Bath was wounded in the duel with Booth, the victor hurried
out to Bond Street to fetch "the most eminent surgeon in
the kingdom, or perhaps in the world"; that is, Dr. John
Ranby who had dressed the wounds of the father of the
Man of the Hill in "Tom Jones." He was too, I suppose,
"the eminent surgeon" that mended Amelia*s nose. In
like manner Dr. Joshua Ward, whom Fielding subsequently
consulted, was honoured by a passing notice for his famous
pill; while Dr. Eobert James's Powder, destined to shorten
the life of Laurence Sterne and to Mil Oliver Goldsmith, was
lauded as "that powder, for the invention of which, my
worthy and ingenious friend Dr. James would, in almost
any country but this, have received public honours and
rewards.''

Of these men, Eanby deserved the high repute he bore
in his own time; but Thompson, Ward, and James were re-
garded askance by the medical faculty. Though not exactly
quacks, they came near being such. Undue praise of these
vain and pretentious men must have been offensive to prac-
titioners jealous of the ethics of the profession. This
Fielding implied in a roundabout way. Dr. Dosewell, whom
Booth would not summon for consultation over the case of
his child, told Lady Dilly Dally that "Amelia" was "a
sad stupid book, and that the author had not a bit of
wit, or learning, or sense, or any thing else." No doubt
Fielding was perfectly sincere in all that he said of the
irregular physicians. As other intelligent persons have
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